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Is US A

A

Cars For Lactians? |

" By FULTON LEWIS, JR.

WASHINGTON, March 10.—
This esSay has to do with Presi- -
dent Eisenhower's “indispensa-
ble” Foreign Aid program, as’ .
administered”-in the Kingdom -

- of Laos.

1 have never . visited Laos; .
few Americans have. But for.
purposes-of identification it is
one of the three Kingdoms of -
Indo-China and it lies. between

dance.of documentation on the -
$50 million a year -program -of
" economnic-aid, whi¢h we are be. .
stowing on- the country, and it

. bears out the statement of Lao-

tian "Prince "Souhpanouvong in..~

a- recent Bangkok newspaper™:™

that the money has been spent
to “insure the comfort and lux-.
ury of certain government lead: ",
ers’ and foreign merchants.”

Also that the programis being

administered in “a corrupt man. :
ner.”. - Tt

THE CAPITAL and only ap- -
preciable city in- Laos.is- Vien-

tiane, which -is on the lazy,™.

" sprawling Mekong River which
S., .vates the country from
Thailand. The country is dis- .
ease ridden and without sanita-
tion even in the capital,

The head of the Foreign Aid -

program there—officially desig- :
nated as the US Operations Mis- -
sion (USOM)—has- been one
Carter DePaul, a 39-year-old .
State Department foreign serv-

ailiil]

‘nates and others, Mr. DePaul
‘largest house and the largest

..original staff of-a mere hand."
- ful,s he had bloated it to more
‘than a hundred as of April of

.- times thatsize., -
«Red China and Thailand with-a' . * hat:
""Western boundry on Burma. :

I do have, however; an abun: "7, INCLUDED

ice -officer who has. been there
since 1955. . o . :
“In the lingo of his subordi- -
had “the largest Cadillae, the

belly-in all of Laos.” From an
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1956, and, I am informed from
Vientiane, it now is .several

P ® -

aid is an educational program,. -
by which young Laotians are -
sent to the University of Bang-
kok for training in poultry rais- .
ing, - police  work, agriculture
and many other fields. .
One of my correspondents on
the scene reports to ‘me that
these students have been given
their expense and scholarship.
money in American dollars on,

the basis of the pegged rate of * .

exchange of the Laotian curren:
exchange of the Laotian cur-
rency unit the. “kip,” at one -
dollar for 38 kip. . ..

The open market rate of dol-
lar exchange is between 105 .+
and 110 kip to the dollar, which:-
means the students are being

‘supposed to be getting. My cor--
respondent reports:
" “These dollars they exchange -’

for sufficient kip to pay. for -
their rice and’ fish, with extrav-

. agant profits, which they put

into Mercedes Benz cars, but.
the ‘people selected for training

in the.économic’ -
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"I ‘thought we'd seen an end -

to_this interservice rivalry."

and special privileges are often

in a position to make more

™ Wi e o o i e e s

money on the side, by diversion =

of material.

“Some" officials, making the
equivalent of $100 to $120 a
month have purchased cars val-
-ued at §2,500. One of the roots

- of this many-rooted evil is the .
" ‘fact that USOM-Loas hands

.over the money and does not

“ingist on any accounting for it.

"An honest official who tries to

" obtain an accounting or keep a

given three times what they are . check on the donations is soonm .

“warned to ‘go easy’ and don't
“offend the Laotians,

“The" ridiculous excuse for K . . :
.this attitude is:, ‘If we don’t -

give it to them without strings
-attached, they'll get it from
Russia.’ " - -

(© 1958, by King Features Synd., Inc.)
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